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I am, therefore, doing the next best thing. I need hardly assure
the Akali Sikhs of my sympathy in the loss of so many brave men
and many more being wounded. Without full facts before me,
I am unable to say whether the march of a large number of men
in order to pay devotion to the shrine of Gangsar at Jaiton was or
was not justified. But I would ask the Akali Sikhs not to send
any more Jathas without further deliberation and consultation
with those leaders outside the Sikh community who have hitherto
been giving them advice. It would be well to stop and watch deve-
lopments arising out of the tragedy. One of the telegrams received
by me tells me that the Jatha was and remained throughout strict-
ly non-violent. You have, from, the very commencement, claimed
that your movement is perfectly non-violent and religious. I
would like every one of us to understand all the implications of
non-violence.
I am not unaware of the fact that non-violence is not your
final creed. It is, therefore, doubly incumbent upon you to guard
against any violenceJ in thought or word creeping in the move-
ment. Over 25 years of the practice of non-violence in the poli-
tical field has sht^wn me as clearly as daylight that, in every act
of ours, we have tb wia^tch our thoughts and words in connection
with the movement in which we may be engaged. Non-violence
is impossible without deep humility and the strictest regard for
truth and, if such non-violence has been possible in connection
with movements not termed religious, how much easier it should
be with those like you who are conducting a strictly religious
movement ?
I have deemed it necessary to reiterate what I used to say
about non-violence before my imprisonment, because I have
observed, during my brief study of the events of the past years,
that we who claim to be engaged in a non-violent movement
have not fully in thought and speech conformed to our creed
during the past two years, as we certainly did not during the pre-
vious years. I am sorry to have to say that what I wrote about
ourselves in the pages of Young India during the three months
prior to my arrest holds truer today than it did then.
I have not the slightest doubt in my mind that, had we
practised non-violence in the sense I mean during all these five
years, we would not only have achieved our common goal, but
there would be today no differences and quarrels between Hindus
and Mussalmans. In drawing your attention, therefore, to the
necessity of non-violence in your special struggle about your
Gurdwaras, I do not wish to be understood to mean that there